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February 16, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, Suite 2 2
Washington, D.C. 205 4

Dear Commissioners,

The following comments pertain to Docket 92-235. Please
consider them before making a final decision on the changes
this docket would mandate.

First, let me introduce my department. Mist-Birkenfeld RFPD
is a small rural fire district serving less than 1000 people
who are spread out over more than 135 square miles.
Understandably with a small population base, our funding is
very limited. With that limited funding we are providing
fire suppression, emergency medical services, and a search
& rescue program. We do this with well trained and
dedicated Volunteers.

Topographically, our district is
mountains in north-west Oregon.
difficult at best in this area.
obtained funding to upgrade our
marginally adequate coverage.

located in the Coast Range
Communications are
Only 4 years ago we

radio system so that we have

The impact of the changes mandated by Docket 92-235 will be
catastrophic for this district. Because of our terrain, any
change in system strength for height will take us back
fifteen years. At that time, only the apparatus had radios
that would reach dispatch, and then only if you were in the
right place. Volunteers were reached by "fire phone" .•. if
they were at home. For small rural districts like us the
proposed changes spell disaster.
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